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The Advocacy Alliance not only 
provides Trust Services in our service 
area but throughout Pennsylvania.



The Advocacy Alliance provides 
comprehensive, cost-effective 
financial and personal needs 
management services to individ-
uals with special needs and older
adults. We strive to maximize the 
safety, well-being and dignity of safety, well-being and dignity of 
each individual and ensure that 
personal, medical, financial and 
budgeting decisions are made 
with each individual’s wishes 
and best interests in mind. 

Our Trust Services are audited 
regularly by independent auditors,regularly by independent auditors,
and our customized financial-
management software allows us
to professionally manage and 
report an individual’s finances.

Our Trust Services strive to meet 
each individual’s needs, being 
mindful of their governmental mindful of their governmental 
benefits, and community services 
that are necessary to ensure an 
individual’s basic well being.
We include family members, 
as appropriate, throughout the 
decision-making process.

The Advocacy Alliance has a The Advocacy Alliance has a 
well-trained staff and decades
of experience providing 
advocacy and compassionate 
fiduciary services to individuals
with special needs and older adults.

For more information and frequently asked 
questions, go to www.theadvocacyalliance.org. 
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The role of the Advocacy Alliance as
trustee is to: manage the funds and invest 
them prudently; ensure that the individ-
al who has a disability has access to these 
funds to improve his/her quality of life; 
ensure that the entitlements of the indi-
viduavidual are not effected; and ensure that all   
reporting and other legal requirements 
are met.

“Pooled Trust” has one Master Trust
Agreement for all members who join the 
“pool”. The trust can be joined by the 
individual, a parent, grandparent, or 
ordered by the court with small amounts ordered by the court with small amounts 
of money but pooled to maximize earning 
potential through investments. Although 
the money is pooled, each individual in 
the trust has an account tracking their 
monies. This trust can only be estab-
lished by a non-profit organization.

Special Needs Individual “Payback Special Needs Individual “Payback 
Trusts” can be established by an indi-
vidual, a parent, grandparent, guardian,
or by a court.  If the individual with a 
disability dies, the money left in the 
account is subject to pay back to Penns-
ylvania Department of Welfare for costs 
related to Medical Assistance. related to Medical Assistance. 

”Common Law Special Needs Trusts” 
can be established with funds not 
belonging to the individual and thus 
are not subject to Medical Assistance 
payback.  This trust can be created 
by a family member, a friend, or another
entity but not the individual him/entity but not the individual him/
herself and the trustee must follow 
the guidelines of the trust agreement. 

“Education Funded Special Needs
Trusts” are funded by a school dis-
trict through litigation for educational 
needs and compensation.  These trusts 
are defined by the trust agreement and 
if the monies are not spent, they may 
return to the school district. return to the school district. 

All of these trusts are irrevocable and    
thus cannot be changed once estab-
lished.  They are established under 
state and federal guidelines.

Established to enhance the individual 
with a disability’s life without disaffect-
ing government benefits (e.g., SSI and 
Waiver).

Established as part of estate planning
to gift an individual with a disability 
without disaffecting government without disaffecting government 
benefits.

Funds in trust are preserved and not
“spent down” on unnecessary items 
to maintain an individual’s eligibility 
for benefits.
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